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Dr, Hoeh gave the ccmments found
below in the Theclogieal Hesesweh
clasg of 9 October 196C, They arse
importart in discovering the regl,
Martin Imther!

The quotes that I will read erd camrent cz are found in Ghepter One of The Cam-
bridge History of fkhe Bikle (Cambridge Taiversity Press, Cambridge, England, 1963).
This work as a wiole gives the bes: sumary avellable of the histary of the English
Bible in the western world as well as the rise of Higher Critdeism and modern theo-
logical reasoning,

This first chepter is entitled ®The Bihle in the Reformstion™ and opeme with
these statements: UThe reformerc Cebhroned the pope end emthroned the Bible, This
is the common assartion; bub when so steed 1% i@ nol velid, becense a book cammol
replace & men. A book has to be Interpreted. Thir was the main ressou wiy suthore
ity had come %o be ascrided to the pope in falil end 2oralife Catholics arguad that
3¢ there were no infallible interpreter, therc couwll be no infallible revelstiom,
Scripture at many points is not clear, and when 8 diflsremce of opinion arises as
to the mezning, wmless there be soms suthoritative woy of lnowing waich is right,
the inevitahle result will b3 UNCOTSE LY o o o e

The Bille Tnterprets She Bitle

The Protestents indeed, 2 gc they wore concermed, dethroned the pope:
then they atfermiof %o snthrome the Sihis as tha 02l entherlity - without real-
izing thet there srs passages in soripTRwe wich sme no’s alear o mosh people!

Is there enyone in &hic rcom who f£zels that all pasreges of scripture are shspe
1utely glean to him or har?
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The poin% shoulé be as obvious e us a2 %o enybody!

It is not, however, as our suilicr, Rolmmd Balater, says hers thet the Book
has to be interpreted froum & wholly outeide soiren. This jo o misteken ideg that
wve do not have tc dwell o et lemgzsh hers, The 3ille gives i3s pwa sxpisnablom,
of things that are sell-conlained, There may be egoxe things ‘n bterms of backe
growd informstion whers one would beve o givo an explemaobion %o the Dible that
1ies outside; but This would only hevs %o do with Liems 1iks femning incls or
something 1ike thet which is no% per’ of the epirifmal revelatlom, tat merely
a part of the vocebriary whichk hes %o be interpreted by external evidemecs net
self-ccntained in the seripiure, Thos'o a ingnistic mabtior rather than a spir-
itual matter. Thas lnd of problem irs oniy Imeidental mmd by no mwoens hasic.

Other them theh, 4% 1s clear thnt ths Seriphnre mmeh find an explenation
within itsolf if God is spraling %o rou, Scrinln prresyes fn the Bile thet are
obacure are made plain by ctler passcit S There wno a Wime, ol course, with less
Scripture, that there had %o be algo the personsl rewolellon of gn irdividugl e
as when God spoke md cammmicated with Moges amd the prophels, Even as lale &g
the time of Jesus Chrish there was sn mabherisabive, if you pleare, interpreter;
there was en suthorily $o exunla’n scze of the thingm thel the Apsstles didn't
understend,
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But when Godls roveletion is all cammlete as we now have it (for this dey),
the Scripture doss not need to be intorpreted by s outside source, But thie does
pot mean that there cam ba a sufficlent suthorily in the Sgripture so that indi-
vidualg mey make their sppeal to this emthority emciuvsively because 1t is so clsar
and plain tco everybody including the loweat layms =md the least educated, It
just iam't so!

This is why Geod, even in the lalast revelatiom, erdained a teaching authar-
ity ~ & minisiry rather than a priesthood o that should be qualifisd amé trained
to explain what is thers having deduced the interpretation of one passage by means
of enother, letiing the scripiure interprch iteell. I we were to turm over the
understanding of the Bible just to svery laymem or everr studemt, you know where
the Church of God would shorily end wp! It would be 1likes the Sardis Era with
each persen doing his own things Soms would sgy divoroe and rensrriage 1s oksay,
others that it's wrong: some would ssy ezbting mmclean meats is a spiritual gin,
some that it was a physical one; some would kesp Passover on the 15th, same on
the 14th, somo in ome month, same in emother, That whcle church 1s divided amd
confused! There is no one in sutbority in thet church in shom Ghrist lives,
(There may be sgme iu whom Chrlst lives An the ghvnch.. but nome in authority. )

So the Protestants made the major mistake of sssming that a book Alme was
clear enough that anybody oould appesl to 1% ané come vp with the right amsver
—anybody! This was the thews, ALY yow had %o do ves heve public educatiom, so
the public school system was developed,

Ag a result we hove Lutheranimm, Zwinglifigme=whiich wes Yhe evengelical branch
that ultimately, in Gerpavy, joined to be the evengellcal Iutherm movement; and
that is divided into all kinds of groups, Ihex you know of ail the Intheran groups
in Americs-—the Misscur? Svnod snd the Amerfcan Synod are Jugt two main cnes (ths
former ccmservative, the latter liberal)c faud in England there is the Church of
Fngland; end broken off tha% are the Yolhodliols, soc the Fethodists are eplib Dew-
tween the north and the south, Wo hewe the Bmptista who claim %o be earlier than
any of theso; and the Bapiisto are splil up it So, vhen all is s&ld and done,
we bhave these major Protestant divieictis—ad then divisions within the divisimms!
Different gzroups sub=dlyide lower smd lower dependitg on tae type of argument: they
argue about the pastor or docirine or ncgey matters or whataver,

This is wheb has happemed 4in the Protestemt Chrisiis world Zor the simple
reascn that thsy ebtemmied o pubt 3 Ixes ‘n ghaolute eushority without am enthori~-
tative, imspired minlotry through whcn Chrlst ves: wrkinga

The Peal Inther

We have %o sea this to maderstemé the original faw off Protestmbign in ite
initial inception. In other words, %ha Protesiente didn’i even take the Bible at
face valus! How covld they if spiritual things are spiritually discerned and &lL
they bad was Martin Inther??!lwe meek of the fmstinian order wao belleved that
getting back to the faith was gebting back %o Magustine: who believed the Book of
Egthor really didn's beloeg in the Fible and thas the Spistie of James was & book
of strew; who explained the Beok of Revelation il he discovered the seventeenth
chapter and then said this ghouTd not normally be made avallable any longerl
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Lather page 3

Iutheren ministers today are sdvised, in eerfbain Imthersn pudblleations, to be
careful how they describe the Church of Reme ®becazse, after sll, she is our Mother!®

Aad then we should not fmil to mention Henvy VIIT and his first wife, and his
second ome, and his third; and you can go all tho wey dowr the line through number
six! Then you can wnderstmnd how the Church of Englend arose.

Mr, Meredith brought out mamy interesiing thinge shoud Intber's career in his
thosis on the Protesbemt Reformsticn (which wax priiished serielly in the Plain Inih
beginning July, 1958}, For example, Iwther approved polygeps because he had to have
the backing of the prince in ordar o survive &s a relicicus entity in his area of
Germeny; so he rationalized that perhepe this prince waz more mohle then other people
end also more trovhled by sex tham otbers snd ghould necessarily have more tham one

wife in a situstion 1ike thas o

Woy as the Bible developed in %ha Reformation it was tremslated in%o the var-
jous languages to malm® it available %o the peopls because, if there is wWiitimately
no pope, there must be samething else to whlch pecple cam lock., £4nd since there
was no other teaching suthori%y precent em the seeme, ther thovgh% they could put
the Bible in that position but they felled to realirs that spiritual things are
spiritually discerned.

Ultimately the Catholio Church had tec declare Tnther a herehle for going so
far as he did. He engezed in a mumber of theoloninel Gebates, BHls Aideae besleally
centered arowmd a verse in the writinzs of Zoil we 2enrns 2088 == to which he added
a word, and this becgne the bssiz 0 i dootmimz, T Iotir %he word is gRlam-cnly;
that ig, saved by falih alcnal!

You mgy remexber that Imbher went threugh this ssriss of experiences: He vent
to Rome after he had pwnished himeel? smi beeion himeeif. By going through sl
these penances and by visi"ﬁing:t}ie E’;e::::e:. Uiy eoo :'f:r: holy p:z.races,.he thought he
might rid his comsclience of guil%, Bus afber seeing ihnbh cezgpool his consclence
sti1l troubled him!

Nothing seemed to satisfy wntil be read his Jnferpmafiaven Info & verso in the
writings of Peul vhich meniicned being "jusiiZied Ty Iwi¥a’; snd he addeC the Letin
word gola. This gave hiy complelo satisfection. dné g0 tho German trauslation read
Bthrough faith alane.“hjzgctuall:r two verase in Bowxon oo being sllvded o hore e
Bomans 1317 = "The jush shall live by L0170 wm waich Imther nald opened the gates
of Paradise for him: mnd Bemmme 2328 ‘n waich he inecvied the word gigng later waen
he produced his Germen tramclaiicmy/ Faith is & bazle avpect of the whole picturs
but Imther put it entirely ou% of proper pergpective waen ho inserted that word
spla or aleinm — slone, ome, by Ltsell Repontencs, fa’th, obsdience must all work
in conjunciiom; f£alth elans is imsulilcient, Toeroe Ie more %o 1% them thet,. Moo
Meredith expleins the fallacies of Intnerfs doclrinn very clearly in his accoun’ of
the Reformatiom,

Bpilding of St Pefen's Trigeaved Teformn’lion
But Imther didn'% have apything elee to fall berk on. Be had rejected penence,
he had laid aside the concept of pensmee, JAnd pememeoe ymp, of ecurse, meximized in
the beginning of the 16th century wiia the tuilding ol &%, Feterta,

3e5



Iuther page 4

Here was this great public building teing erected, This public buillding had
a Amction: it was to be a kKind of tewple for the Cmibeiie Guxch, if you please,
That's what it wag! The Germem financisl houses hed locmed the pope the money
end they demanded repayment, &nd, unlike the Jews who might have charged 15 %o
25% interest, most of the German houges cherged 700 to 4005 interest! These
German houses—PRugger, for instence (see pp. 364~5 in the Mainahresm text)—had
this money, loaned it to the pope, and the pope, in order to pay them back, sold

indulgencas to the people.

The idea ultimately developed that you could selX them in advavos of aln!
Not merely to forgive sin that was in the past, but now you could pay 8o mach
money and eny sins you might conmit Jn fhe fubans, would alsmo be forgiven, Now,
of course, theological comsideratloms might% hzwo dememded repentence upon doing
so to make the indulgsnce valid; bub people socn begam %o cenclude that mere pay-
ment of money was sufficiemt, 4ifterall, you hed the writter psper to prove 1%l
This is how money was collected to pay the Church's dsbts,

So the building of St, Peteris in Rome was actunlly tho cause, the actual
cause, of the Reformatiom. There would have been no Feformafiien without that
building. It was the finamcial burden which broks the back of the common people
vho wanted some kind of change. The social climate was right for whab occurred,
If there had not been such a finemeial burden which lecd %o this extravaganza in
indulgences, then there would not have been a reascm for Iuther to emter into
his initial arguments with Dr, Bok (Leipzig debate of 1519) over these matiers.
He would have just bsen a heretle with nothing to ergue abou’, if he had ever
even become cme., He probably would hsve hed nothing to argue about becsuse the
land wouldn't have been ft2l of sc many sinr,

But when you have sold these indulgences in adwames, yon obvicusly enoccurage
adultery, bigamy, polygemy, drunkenwees, sd all the other %hings pecple went to
do! Now they could sin with o clear comsciencal

And remember, the Holy Bomsm Eaxpire wes still going stromg. At this tinme 1t
was prospering under the rule of the Eapsturgs, It wasn't desiroyed internally
until the Thirty Years! War of 1618-48, So the Gerpeng at this time had control
of most of the economy of the world: Waerever the Brilich, the Spenish, the Portu-
guese, or even the French gsileons were golng around the world (they might havs
had Spemish or Itelien or Fertuguess or English or Fremch sailore), they were fiw-
nenced with Germen poapew! Most people don't reelize it was Gormen money that
sent Magellen around the world —- becesuse it wes the big emplve In Europe!

This kKind of situation led to morsl decline from within, It'e like Arorica

today: We are the momeyed peoples emd this ig the memoyed it We heve more money

in the hands of common pecple wio are free now to sin more! It just goes hand-in-
heand, When you have to work hard esmd pub in lemg heurs; yov don't have time for
gin, That should be clear.

The wealth of our society is similer to tbab in Inther®s Germany with similar

Kinds of trickery and freud going on. Thoy vere doing it then in tho nawe of Indule

gences, and you cen be gure in the long rme thare wore peonle selling them who were
in no wsy suthorized to do soll
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Lather page 5

Luther's attitude toward certein parts of the Bihle are very interesting, He
said, "I so haie Esther and II Maccabees that I wish they did not exist,”

Do you know why Imther hated the Book of Esther? It wasn't that God's name
does not appear in it. That's the gxeuge thet was given later! It was sonething
deeper, 4nd it wasn't becsuse he didn't undersisond the meeming, He did under-
stand the meaning—that's why he hated the book! Eather tells of the deliveramce
of the Jaym! This was the book in waich the Jews glavghiered their enemles whe
were going to slaughter them! &nd God delivered the Jews stoghoyed Him; ard saw
to it that their enerfes who wors sirznerg were pwnishedl

What was the state of the Jews in Germeny? Who was punishing end persecuting
the Jews? I meen, 400 years before Eiiler! Vhy, thetGermans alse, They were have
ing their pogroms in tha® day too, They hadn't arrived yet at the 'final solution®!
That was left for Hitler-wto fry %o find a final solution to this "problem" tha%
had been going on for centuries,.

Inther wrote a pamphlet entitled "*The Jews and Their Ide=!" Now do you wnder-
stand why he hated the Book of Esther? Because in his mind this was a Jdex'sh book
folated into Seripture to justify themselves. 4nd be saw the German Christian
pecple—in fact, the Christian people of the Romsn Eapire and of the whole Chrigt-
ian world——eocndemed by the Book of Bather becsuse they had done, and were doing,
to the Jews what Heman, end those who hated the Jews in the Peralan realm, wanted
to do to them, That's quite significen%!

And, of course, II Maccabees has to do with part of the story of the deliverance
of the Jews from the Syrians, Meccchecs was not 2 vsrd of the Bible but it wae im
the Cetholic cenon as part of the Apocrypha, As mach, it also drow Imtherfs wrathl

"I go hate Esther . o o thet I wish [i#/ did not exist., There is too mch Jude-
fsm in /it and not e little heathenisme” I'm quoting this (leaving out II Macce-
bees) to give you the spirit.

damos, Revelation, Zebrewm

Now a few brisf observations pertairing to the New Tesiarent, Tha Protestante
have kept the New Testament Inteact pol becouae they were able to disgern Scripiure
from non-Scripture, but becsuse they follamc the decisioms of the Fmod of CGarthage
(398 A.D,), The Protestants follow thae Catholic Church even in the books of the New
Testament——they wouldn't know which to leave in and which to leamve out! If Iuther
had not followsd the Catholic Church in this matter, he’d have lef% the Bpistle of
Jemes out. 2nd most people would discerd Bevelaticm! Le%'s notice a fow more
statements about Iuther,

RIuther's ceustic remerk sbout the Epistle of Jsmes is notorious: he charao-
terized it as an ‘epistle of straw.! Az for Bewelaticn, In 1522 he declared that
he could nmot regard it as propheiic or aposiolle or cTen es the work of the Holy
Ghogt because go replete with visions ?;i&?'«!:e%; The zarst -:;;;3; that in i:?.is book
Chriak peither tmeht noxn kaown. Iathar would not Impoess his own opinion vpon

, others,xﬁ‘t for himsolf his spiri% covld mot f£inc i%s wey into this books Yo% de~
spite these strictures he did not axclude say of thesa books from the cancn,” He
just went alomg with the Catholic tredition (except for the Apocryphe) in this
matter,



Iuther page 6

If this is the beginning of Protestantism, wha® ehall the end be?

How could Protestantism go in any directiom if it bogen as such with a man who
hated and rejected cme book of the Bibls, cslled emother tiie book of strav,® and
denied a third book even being writtem by the Spirit of God in anybody? A book
that tells abou: the return of Jesug Chrie% in which ILather could find nothing &=
bout Christ even being %mugh% or known? FNo, he knew shat vas in thab book to start
with — eand far better then most! But shen his mind closed to that, his mind closed
to the whole bOOko

o) g, Inther Be A Iuftheran Todey?

Noy there sre conservative Imtherans in Americs vwho have tekem & much more. con=
servative view then Iuther himself did on %his subject, Or, as we might say, it is
questionable whether, 1f Inther were here he'd be a Imtheran!!

We go on: "Iuther could noé regard Revelatlion as &postclic or Hebrews as Paul-
ine fwrittem by Peu/, but dislodged neither from the cenon,® Now the Greek church
sald the Book of Eebrews yag written by FPaul, A d the Catholic Grurch now suthori-
tatively says it was written by Paul in jis traditionel explanation based on Greek
}si:atGMts' It was Iuther who demfed the Peuline authorship of the Epistle to the

brews,

Luther's "test was whether a book proclaimed Chrigt, 'That which does not preach
Christ is not apostolic, though i% be the work of Pofeer or Paul snd eonversely that
which does teach Christ is spostolis even thoush it be writian by Judas, Amag, Pi-
late, Herod,'" So said Martin Inther! tha% elearlemor ic that madness!!

This tied in directly with his coctrine: Tha question is, Wee it apostolic in
guthority?——so that his ultimete definition hed %o be, if faith alone was all that
was required, you had %o heve faith In Chrigt, £nd t2ig 28 why "The Imtheram Hour"
says that it 'preaches Christ Yo the nationg'—"Zaith sigpe ! ~—golall

It is inevitsble that modern higher critlciem would develop if this ie the way
it began!

I bolieve thet most people, and evon Iluthermnr, don's know what Iuther taught
gbout Scripture. Those of you here ¥io are Inthergn in backgromnd, did you learn
what he said about Bsther, Jawes, Hebrews or Reveleiiom? It wovld be very rare if
you did! .

Wo have slmost all, if not all, of the woriw of Imthor in the libraxy if you
weat to lcok into them. Check the iu‘bhcr collochien in the Fino Arte ldbrary.
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